
 
 

LOOKING BACK 
 
Founded in 1969, the Centre for Social Studies celebrated its silver jubilee during 1994. A 
celebration is a joyous occasion. And, indeed, we are happy that what began, literally and 
metaphorically, as an obscure cottage enterprise has in these two decades and a half acquired 
a notable presence in the academic world. A celebration of this kind must, however, be also 
an occasion for critical self-assessment, and for renewed dedication. 
 
The vision of the Centre took shape in the mind of I.P. Desai who, as professor of Sociology 
at The M.S. University of Baroda, had keenly felt the need for organising an autonomous 
social science research centre that would not be shackled by the university system. Investing 
his lit tle savings in the vision, he moved over to Surat, an industrial town with lit tle academic 
pretensions, and started what he then called the Centre for Regional Development Studies in 
a small private house. 
 
That I.P. - as the patriarch was affectionately called - founded the Centre the very year in 
which the Indian Council of Social Science Research came into being may be coincidental. 
The coincidence, however, reflects that, collectively and severally, some of our best minds 
were simultaneously realising the need for organising social science research independent of 
the universities. 
 
Significant also was I.P.'s choice of Surat as the Centre's location. He was not unaware of the 
difficulties inherent in locating a research enterprise in a city with poor academic visibil ity. 
Some of these difficulties, in fact, continue to affect the Centre's capacity to attract scholars 
for long-term association. But South Gujarat, with its large tribal population and appalling 
poverty, needed to have its own research base, and I.P. would rather have a faculty that was 
willing to disregard the handicaps of the location. 
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Baptised in praxiologically oriented research, the Centre concerned itself with the deprived 
groups of the region. But the deprived have their deprivation built into the larger socio-
political anastomosis of which they are but a part, albeit as victims. No worthwhile 
understanding of society can emerge from a concentration, however well-meaning, on some 
segments of it. The Centre, consequently, extended its researches into other areas as well . 
Hence the rechristening of the parent Centre for Regional Development Studies as the Centre 
for Social Studies. 
 

THE DEVELOPING CONCERNS 
 
The initial impulse behind the Centre's founding has informed its subsequent development. 
That impulse, indeed, has found manifestation even in the design of the complex of off ice, 
library and residential buildings where the Centre shifted in 1980 from a rented house in the 
city. Located in the midst of fields, ten kilometres away from downtown Surat, the austere 
but attractive complex, designed by Laurie Baker, harmonises with the Centre's intellectual 
orientation and general work culture. 
 
Life after the early hand-to-mouth existence tended to become less harsh as the Indian 
Council of Social Science Research accepted the Centre, in 1973, as one of its aided 
institutions and the Government of Gujarat agreed to match the Council 's recurring and non-
recurring grants. We have also sought to raise additional resources by undertaking projects in 
order to equip ourselves with basic infrastructural amenities. This, too, we have managed 
without deviating from our larger research concerns. 
 
As its resources increased and the original faculty of one - consisting of the founder-director 
I.P. Desai - began to expand, the Centre could chart out new research areas. Operating, as a 
matter of conscious decision, on a small scale, the Centre today promotes multi-disciplinary 
researches relating to the structure and processes of Indian society, besides being involved in 
teaching, consultancy, training and evaluation. 
 
At one level, in continuation with the strong initial stress on empirical studies, researchers at 
the Centre generate primary data from field research. The value of such data apart, there can 
be no substitute for first-hand field experience. At another level, these researches seek 
formulations that would deepen our understanding of the Indian social reality, and suggest 
possibiliti es of and constrains in the building of a just, participatory and egalitarian social 
order. Ignoring neither the dialectical interaction between theory and empirical observation, 
nor the subtle mediation of ideological preferences in scholarly perceptions, the normal 
methodological approach at the Centre is to move from a sound empirical base to more 
generalisable propositions.  
 
Researches at the Centre have, naturally, veered more towards the analysis of social and 
economic deprivation, patterns of domination, the possibil ities/absence of resistance, 
varieties of socio-political and cultural tensions, the growing stress on the forces of 
integration, and of the processes of planning and development. These are critical issues that 
have surfaced in different forms, and impinged with varying force upon our body politi c as it 
has regularly stumbled upon one crisis after another. 
 
For instance, more than a decade before the Mandal issue gave a bloody edge to the question 
of reservation, a serious debate emanated from the Centre which brought out in all their 
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irreconcilability the underlying assumptions and implications of rival positions with regard to 
making social and/or economic criteria the basis for reservation. That two leading scholars at 
the Centre took antagonistic positions on the issue, without forsaking their radical 
understanding of the need for societal reconstruction, is a reflection at the same time of the 
spirit of free enquiry nurtured at the Centre and of the unamenability of the issue to easy 
solutions. 
 
Again, long before the Sardar Sarovar Project became the focal point of a global debate, the 
Centre undertook a study of each of the villages in Gujarat that were to be submerged. It also 
brought out a study that focussed on the prohibitive economic and ecological cost of large 
irrigation projects. 
 
This, however, is not to claim for ourselves intellectual or politi cal clairvoyance. There have 
been occasions when critical events have caught us napping and forced their way into our 
research agenda. A melancholy example of this is the unexpected eruption of communal 
violence in Surat in the wake of the demolition of the Babari mosque on 6 December 1992. 
 
The expansion of our research interests, thus, has been a function of the intrinsic dynamics 
that was set in motion by the original impulse behind the Centre. That expansion has also 
been determined extrinsically by the changing nature of the reality around us, not excluding 
significant contemporary developments in the field of knowledge. 
 
If our earlier studies tended to be organised around structures and processes, we did not take 
long to realise the importance of consciousness. Soon enough we were grappling with the 
intricate interrelationship between the two. Earlier certainties no longer seemed satisfactory. 
Unsuspected complexities began to obtrude themselves as they rendered problematic 
otherwise simple distinctions like synchrony and diachrony, continuity and change, tradition 
and modernity. 
 
For all the realisation of the complexity of the empirical reality and of the 
theoretical/epistemological difficulties of locating a text and its meaning(s), our studies have 
lost none of their directness and moral concern. Issues like power, exploitation, justice, 
development continue to be our primary concerns not only in terms of the unlovely existing 
Indian reality, but also normatively, i.e., in terms of working towards more desirable 
alternatives. 
 
With the early focus on the tribal and rural reality of South Gujarat began an unfolding of the 
intricate urban-rural nexus which, the more it revealed itself, compelled a physical and 
temporal branching out. It made sense to examine the history that had made such a nexus 
possible, and to analyse how, even while it obtained in large parts of the country, local 
variations characterised it. Methodologically, of necessity, such analyses have ranged from 
the micro to the macro over the local-national continuum. 
 
A corpus unrestrained by disciplinary confines and addressed to larger social questions does 
not lend itself to easy classification. Yet a growing body of research spanning two and a half 
decades of sustained enquiry cannot be better introduced than in terms of thematic clusters. 
Here are some.  
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THE TRIBALS IN THE MODERN WORLD 
 
A number of our studies are focussed on the tribal predicament in the modern world, 
especially within the context of South Gujarat. From endogenous Adivasi reform movements 
and the slogan of Adivasi Autonomous State in South Gujarat to their increasing submission, 
for better and for worse, to external forces, various aspects of the changing tribal reality 
figure in these studies.  
 
An important aspect of our studies, based on observation in all the tribal talukas of Gujarat 
and in the tribal regions of five districts in Bengal, relates to stratification among the tribals. 
This stratification, predictably enough, is being aggravated by the growing impact of 
industrialisation and modernisation. Besides questioning the romantic notion of the tribal as a 
homogeneous and egalitarian community, this view provides a very different perspective for 
understanding the processes of change and development. 
 

DEPRIVATION, DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
 
Understanding the problems of different deprived groups, such as the Adivasis, Dalits, 
Muslims, women, destitute children, and the rural and urban poor, has been an abiding 
concern of the Centre. From an assessment of the evolution, during the freedom struggle and 
onward, of the Indian politi cal elite's ideas and attitudes towards the poor and the vulnerable, 
our studies have extended to an examination of the strategic interventions planned by the 
Indian state to alleviate poverty and empower the poor, e.g., IRDP, NREP, RLEGP, 
DWCRA, ITDP, various land and agricultural reforms, and the Panchayati Raj scheme. We 
have also examined the impact on the deprived groups of planned intervention in such key 
sectors as education and health. Nor have we ignored the efforts made by different deprived 
groups themselves, which range from taking advantage of the State's poverty-alleviation and 
other programmes to socio-cultural movements, including religious conversion and 
sanskritisation.    
 
That, individual instances of upward mobil ity apart, the deprived have on the whole received 
a raw deal seems plain enough. The real value of our studies lies in the differentiated analysis 
they offer of the societal dynamics responsible for a scenario such as this, and of the intricate 
patterns that characterise the overall structure of continuing deprivation. In revealing 
something of the mechanism whereby the shadow between the rhetoric and the reality of 
development has tended to lengthen, these studies suggest an ideological and theoretical 
critique of the direction and the underlying values, assumptions and claims of the current 
dominant notions of development and planning. In that some of us have struggled with Marx 
and Gandhi as two divergent paradigmatic radical thinkers who could dream new dreams in 
the midst of the nightmare around them. We hope to develop this critique in the years to 
come. 
 

GANDHIAN RURAL RECONSTRUCTION 
 
Gujarat has a long tradition of Gandhian constructive organisations. Devoted to the uplift of 
the rural poor including the tribals, these organisations have during the last seven decades 
taken up a variety of socio-economic programmes. They have, for example, established 
ashrama shalas (residential schools) and a variety of cooperative societies, and sought to 
conscientise people with a view to preparing them for social reconstruction and eradicating 
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superstitious beliefs, social evils, and consumption of liquor. These interventions have had a 
perceptible impact on the character and pattern of change, especially in the South Gujarat 
region. Some of these interventions, and also the larger question of the viability of Gandhian 
ideas as an alternative to the dominant development models have been studied at the Centre.  
 

REHABILITATION AND RESETTLEMENT 
 
To the Centre's concern with deprivation and development, especially in the context of its 
interest in tribal welfare, are logically related its ongoing studies of the twin issue of 
rehabilitation and resettlement. The issue acquired an urgency with the Sardar Sarovar 
Project. The Centre undertook a study of the 19 villages that were to be submerged in Gujarat 
with a view to understanding the socio-economic and psychological aspects of the people 
who were marked for displacement. A monograph each was prepared for these villages. 
Since the Uaki Dam had earlier caused similar displacement, a study was undertaken to 
estimate the economic and ecological cost of large irrigation projects. It argued that, after 
accounting for the impoverishment of the oustees and loss of forest cover, such projects 
entailed a prohibitive cost.  
 
For years now the Centre has been submitting six-monthly reports of its evaluation and 
monitoring of the rehabilitation and resettlement of the Narmada oustees in the affected 
vil lages of Gujarat. The Centre has undertaken similar evaluation for industrial projects as 
well . Besides providing valuable empirical material, these reports contain important insights 
into the larger dimensions of mega development projects, particularly in terms of the 
apportionment of their social costs.  
 

CASTE, STRATIFICATION, CLASS FORMATION AND DOMINANCE 
 
Differential control over resources, means of production and mechanisms of power as the 
determinant of socio-political dominance has been one of the focal points of the Centre's 
studies. These studies have been primarily within the context of tribal communities and the 
general rural society.  
 
We have sought to examine the rural transformation in Gujarat in terms of changes in its 
complex caste-class nexus and, consequently, in the character of its dominant class. Our 
socio-anthropological studies of castes and caste clusters have re-examined issues like 
dominant caste, jajmani system, rural-urban continuum, fusion and fission in the making of 
castes, etc.  
 
This has meant, among other things, analysing the socio-cultural characteristics of the 
dominant rural class - or caste-class combine - the institutional mechanisms and hegemonic 
devices through which it wins over the haves-not (or persons with antagonistic interests), and 
the ways in which it safeguards its interests by influencing the state's politi cal elite.          
 

THE WORKING CLASSES 
 
The Centre has undertaken studies of the working classes in different sectors, industrial and 
agricultural, organised and unorganised, which deal with their living conditions, nature of 
consciousness and levels of unionism. Workers in the substantially developed small scale 
industry of Gujarat, those employed in its still surviving cottage industries, like the jari and 
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embroidery female workers, and, at the very bottom, those poor men, women and children, 
who sell their labour on a daily basis at the casual labour markets, have been the subjects of 
our attention. Given the Centre's stress on the most deprived among the deprived, some of 
these studies focus primarily on female and child labour.  
 
We have also examined the phenomenon of migrant labour within which seems concentrated, 
from an analytical point of view, so much that has gone awry with the development process 
in modern India. This examination received a fill ip and was undertaken on an all-India level 
when the National Commission on Rural Labour asked Ghanshyam Shah to head a study 
group on migrant labour.  
 

SLUMS 
 
Generally as an integral part of the country's cityscape, and more than anywhere else in Surat, 
slums constitute a provocative index of what ails our planning and development processes, 
and a site where some of the inevitable consequences of these processes get enacted in their 
worst fury. Among the first researches organised by the Centre was a study of the slums of 
Surat. Modest in its method, in that it relied on interviews with 950 slum-dwellers, the study 
recognised the urgency of attending to the welfare of a large segment of the population that 
lived in squalor while contributing to the city's affluence. A later study of differentials in the 
distribution of the city's public util ities - electricity, water and transport - emphasised that 
almost all house holds in the city's many slum areas had negligible access to these utilities. 
Recently the Centre has completed a study that, besides generating a massive multi-variable 
data based on a universal survey of the slum households in Surat, makes possible a more 
critical analysis of the interpenetration of India's urban and rural sociology. A counterpoint to 
that is provided by an anthropological study of just one slum that examines in depth the slum-
dwellers' encounter with urbanism and their coping mechanisms.   
       

COMMUNAL AND OTHER SOCIAL TENSIONS 
 
Concern with growing communal tensions and caste conflicts has generated efforts to analyse 
the phenomenon of such conflicts in general and to undertake specific studies of violent 
eruptions like the Marathwada riots (1978), the Baroda communal riots (1981-82), the 
complex interpenetration of communal and caste riots in Ahmedabad (1985), the spate of 
communal violence in a series of Gujarat towns in 1990, and the Surat communal riots (1992-
93). Since, for the first time in 1990, communal violence affected some tribal areas also, we 
have been particularly concerned to understand the factors that led to aggressive sectarianism 
among the tribals.   
 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS 
 
The emergence of a wide variety of voluntary organisations working independently of, or in 
complementarity with governmental agencies, has thrown up possibiliti es of alternative 
scales and modes of political and social action. Many of these organisations are committed, 
from divergent ideological vantage points, to the mobilisation and conscientisation of specific 
deprived groups with a view to their empowerment. Through informal interaction with some 
of them, as also through academic studies, the Centre has sought an understanding of this 
phenomenon. Besides evaluation of the work done by specific NGOs in Gujarat, Andhra 
Pradesh, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, these studies include a portrayal of voluntary 
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organisations in Gujarat and West-Bengal, a directory of NGOs in the state, and an 
assessment of the role of non-government development organisations (NGDOs) in alleviating 
poverty and promoting social transformation.   
 

MOVEMENTS 
 
Organised movements, as moments when certain larger forces get crystallised, have formed 
an important theme of the Centre's studies. These span a wide range from the Vedchhi (1922-
67) and the Devi (1922) movements among the Adivasis, the labour movement in Chota 
Nagpur (1928-39), the Navanirman and the `JP' movements in the 1970s, sectarian 
movements among tribals, and conversion movements among the scheduled castes to a 
critical bibliographic essay on social movements in modern India.  
 

EVALUATION 
 
Over the years the Centre has evaluated a large number of projects and programmes 
undertaken by the government, voluntary organisations and private enterprises. Besides the 
ongoing evaluation and monitoring of the rehabil itation and resettlement of the Sardar 
Sarovar oustees, this evaluation has included studies of the Mid-day Meal Scheme in Gujarat, 
ITDP in Dahod and Songarh, TB Control Programme in Valsad district, socio-economic 
survey of sericulturists in Maharashtra and Gujarat, the displacement to be caused by the 
Gandhar Gas Project in some villages of Bharuch district, the functioning of NSS in the 
South Gujarat University, a group of voluntary agencies dealing with child welfare schemes, 
Shree Niketan Rural Project, the Free Legal Aid in Rajpipla, the Small Farmers and Marginal 
Farmers Development Agency (SFMFDA) in Valod and Songarh, and the Navsarjan, a 
voluntary agency working among the urban poor of Surat.      
 

HISTORY, LITERATURE AND CONSCIOUSNESS 
 
Of the thematic and theoretical extension of our concerns, one relates to our realisation of the 
organicity of culture and the power of consciousness. This realisation is informed by an 
understanding of the falsity of dualiti es such as the ones posited between culture and material 
life and between structure and consciousness. The Centre, consequently, has promoted 
studies of group identity formation and social consciousness in colonial and independent 
India in which literature has been used not just as yet another source for understanding 
society but in its own right as a powerful mode of constructing social reality and human life. 
 
A crucial corrective that literature seems to provide to our received modes of perception is to 
question the validity of binary categories for understanding societal development. In the 
Indian context, some of these categories are reformist and reactionary, nationalist and 
communalist, or secularist and communalist. Literature reveals a world of constant flux in 
which, responding to a whole host of stimuli , individuals and groups betray diametrically 
opposite tendencies, defying all standard characterisations along stable lines. Once we cease 
to be unsettled by the moral and existential implications of this revelation, it seems to hold 
true of the li fe around us. Indeed, by doing away with neat groupings along lines of good and 
evil, it even offers us hope in critical situations.  
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Not confined to ̀ high' or elite culture, these studies extend to various segments of the society. 
Some of the most important works done at the Centre in this field relates to Dalit literature 
and consciousness. 
 

SURAT CITY 
 
Given our ideological and methodological appreciation of the importance of the micro and 
the local, as also the academically challenging specificities of Surat city, we have sought to 
understand its past as well as present. Besides examining the structure of its industries, 
labour, trade unions, civic life, inter-community relations, public amenities, health and 
hygiene, the Centre has prepared a bibliography of works relating to Surat and also a 
statistical profile of the city. Currently the Centre is carrying on major studies of communal 
relations, malaria and the plague in the city. Subsequent to the outbreak of plague in Surat, 
the Centre has undertaken studies related to public health system and urban planning. In 
addition to conducting a major study on communal relations, the Centre is about to launch a 
socio-anthropological enquiry into prevalence of malaria in the city and its surroundings. 
 

TEACHING 
 
While the Centre is primarily a research institution, individual members of its Faculty are 
invited from time to time to teach and lecture at different universities. To date they have 
lectured at different departments of the University of Chicago, Banaras Hindu University, the 
M.S. University of Baroda, Shivaji University, Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada 
University, Sardar Patel University, School of Architecture, and South Gujarat University. 
Ghanshyam Shah the UGC National Lecturer in 1986-87. 
 

RESEARCH STUDENTS 
 
The South Gujarat University has recognised the Centre for conducting Ph.D. programme in 
Sociology, Political Science and History. Generally inquisitive as the doctoral students at the 
Centre have been, they have conducted their own Study Circle. 
 
The following scholars have obtained their degree since 1977: 
 
The following scholars are currently working on their dissertations: 
 

TRAINING COURSES 
 
The Centre organises training programmes in different subjects. Among the first ICSSR 
aided institutions to install a computer, the Centre has for years been organising, with 
financial assistance from the ICSSR, an annual course for selected research students and 
university/college teachers on `Computer Application in Social Sciences'. The course 
includes lectures on introduction to computer systems, survey research and codification of 
data, disk operating system MS-DOS and commonly used statistical techniques in social 
science data analysis with the help of SPSS and user-friendly software like Lotus 1-2-3. The 
course also provides practical training in the Centre's in-house computer unit. 
 
The Centre also runs from time to time a three- to six-week course in research methodology 
for University/college teachers and research students. Combining theoretical training with 
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field work, and providing an intimate contact between the trainee and the instructor, the 
course rests on simulating a real research situation. Each participant is expected to select a 
problem, collect and analyse the data and prepare a report. The participants are familiarised 
with different sampling and data collection methods, survey techniques, questionnaire, 
coding, statistical analysis, and drafting. This course has been specially commended by the 
ICSSR. 
 
In 1992 the Centre organised a course in the methodology of survey research. This was 
attended by the Centre's faculty and doctoral students from various universities within the 
state. 
 
In 1991 the Centre organised, with financial assistance from the Indian Council of Historical 
Research, a workshop on the Indian National Movement for selected college teachers from 
Gujarat and Marathwada. 
 
During 1988-89 a workshop-cum-training programme on `Understanding Society: 
Approaches and Methods' was organised for activists in which 20 persons from different 
parts of Gujarat participated. Initially they met for one week, and then for two days every 
month for a year. This helped them understand the complexities of the reality at the 
grassroots within a larger theoretical and spatio-temporal context.        
 
In 1986, in collaboration with the Department of Economics, the M.S. University of Baroda, 
the Centre organised a two-week orientation programme on `Better Utilisation of Irrigation 
Resources'. Sponsored by the ICSSR, the programme was attended by scholars from different 
universities and research institutes. 
 
In consonance with its concern for the tribals of South Gujarat, the Centre organised for 
sometime two classes with a view to preparing tribal students for the banking service 
examination. They were given special coaching in arithmetic, aptitude test, general 
knowledge, and English. 
 
The Centre conducts special short-term courses on request from interested institutions. It 
organised such courses on tribal society for the students and teachers of St. Xavier's College 
and the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Bombay. A longer similar course was organised for 
a group of activists from different voluntary organisations. 
 

GUIDANCE AND CONSULTANCY 
 
Besides making its library and massive data base available to interested scholars - and they 
come from near and far off - the Centre has for years been offering, under the ICSSR 
Guidance and Consultancy Scheme, the services of its faculty in designing research, refining 
methodology and analysing data to university/college teachers and researchers. This is part of 
the Centre's objective to interact not only with the academic elite but also to identify younger 
talent and support scholars at the threshold of their careers. 
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REACHING OUT 
 
While a good deal of the Centre's research work, as in most research institutions in the 
country, is carried out in English, we make a conscious and determined effort to address 
ourselves to that part of the State's intelligentsia which is more at home with Gujarati. 
Besides a large number of university and college teachers and students, this intelligentsia 
includes a substantive section of concerned citizens. 
To reach out to this influential segment of the society, the Centre started in 1981 the 
publication of its Gujarati quarterly, Arthat. Publishing papers, articles and reviews in a style 
that retains readability without sacrificing scholarship, the quarterly has emerged as a 
powerful presence in the intellectual li fe of the State. This is evidenced, inter alia, by the fact 
that eminent scholars, activists, litterateurs, journalists and public men/women from Gujarat 
and outside have contributed to Arthat on history, religion, philosophy, politics, social 
movements, education, social change, literature, planning, industrialisation, labour, poverty, 
caste, tribals, Dalits, law, environment, women's question, management, and other subjects. 
 
With the same end in view, the Centre also carries out a regular programme of publishing and 
translating books in Gujarati. A glance at its publications will suggest the range of subjects 
covered by the programme. 
 
In recent years we have realised the need to further widen our audience in keeping with our 
quietly interventionist conception of scholarship. We have started a new scheme, called 
Samaj Darshan, for preparing and publishing popular books in Gujarati on the critical issues 
of the day. 
 
We have always had informal friendly contacts with activists and voluntary groups within 
and outside Gujarat. They are always welcome to come and spend time at the Centre, and this 
interaction has been mutually beneficial. We hope to be able to extend and deepen these 
contacts. 

 
OUR LIBRARY 

 
Located in an attractive two-storeyed small building, the Centre's library offers a wide variety 
of material to those interested in the study of Gujarat. It is also useful for scholars interested 
in theoretical issues, especially those pertaining to the inter-face of literature and the social 
sciences. A special attraction of the library is a large selection of national and international 
journals.  
 

LECTURES, SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS 
 
The Centre has a number of schemes for seminars and lectures. It organises talks by visiting 
Indian and foreign scholars as well as the members of its own faculty and research students. 
In addition, it organises two annual lectures, one in honour of I.P. Desai, and the other to 
commemorate the memory of Bhagirath Shah, an activist, lawyer, scholar and friend of the 
Centre, whose untimely death created a void in the life of the city. Another lecture series, 
under which we have not found it possible to invite scholars every year, relates to ̀ Surat: Past 
and Present'. 
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There are, in addition, longer seminars and workshops around specific themes which began 
to be organised since 1980 after the Centre moved into its own building and space ceased to 
be a problem. In fact, the Centre's own building was inaugurated with a seminar on - 
appropriately enough for the year 1980 - `Challenges for the 1980s'. Thus began an 
uninterrupted process of collective academic discussion on themes which reveal the range of 
the Centre's concerns. The proceedings of some of these seminars have been brought out in 
book form in English and Gujarati. Attended by concerned scholars, activists, writers, artists, 
policy makers and others, these seminars and workshops have been on the following subjects: 
 
Decentralisation: two successive seminars in 1981 and 1982. 
 
Panchayati Raj and Scheduled Castes: in collaboration with the National Institute of Public 
Co-operation and Child Development, 1981. 
 
A Dialogue Between Voluntary Groups and Intellectuals: in collaboration with Lokayan, 
Delhi, in 1981. 
 
Land Reforms and the Rural Poor: 1981. 
 
Tribals and Rehabilitation: 1981. 
 
Reservation and Social Change: 1981. 
 
Caste and Class: 1981. 
 
Irrigation and the Problems of Development: 1982. 
 
Rehabilitation: 1982. 
 
Political Economy of Rehabilit ation: 1982. 
 
Tuberculosis Control: 1982. 
 
The Surat Slums: in collaboration with the South Gujarat University and Chhatra Yuva 
Sangharsha Vahini, 1983. 
 
Tribal Education: 1984. 
 
Narmad and the Development of Social Reform in Gujarat: 1984. 
 
Industrial Labour and Social Change: 1985. 
  
Gujarat: Society and State - 1986. 
 
Literature and Social Change in Western India: 1986. 
 
Govardhanram Tripathi: Perspectives for a Socio-Intellectual History - 1987. 
 
Rural Development and the Rural Poor: 1987. 
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The 1987 Famine in Western India: 1987. 
 
Literature and Group Identity Formation in Modern India: 1988. 
 
Dalit Literature: 1988. 
 
Nationalism: Problems and Challenges - 1988. 
 
Drought 1980s: Crisis and Response - 1988. 
 
Women and Work: 1990. 
 
Jotirao Phule: An Incomplete Renaissance - 1991. 
 
Economic Stratification and the Changing Nature of Caste in Western India: 1992. 
 
Urban Poor in India: 1993. 
 

SEMINARS AND LECTURES DURING THE SILVER JUBILEE YEAR 
 
Since it is but apt that we should provide a fil lip to this growing tradition as part of our Silver 
Jubilee celebrations, we shall have the following lectures and seminars during the year:  
 
Uniform Civil Code and Changing Social Order [29 January] 
 
Communalism and Communal Violence in Western India [9-11 February] 
 
Eighth I.P. Desai Memorial Lecture [11 February] 
 
Western Regional Workshop on Panchayats [23-25 February] (held at Ahmedabad) 
 
Panchayati Raj and the Weaker Sections in Gujarat [25-26 May] 
 
Developmental Projects and People's Rehabil itation - Issues and Prospects [11-13 May] 
 
Land Reforms and Their Impact [9-11 June] 
 
Panchayati Raj and Women in Gujarat [25-26 June] (held at Rajkot) 
 
Business, Labour and Urban Growth in Surat City [16-17 September] 
 
International Seminar on Gujarat Society [6-9 December] 
 
Social Science Research in India: Challenges and Prospects [9 December] 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
 
In all honesty, we feel, there is reason for us to feel a degree of satisfaction with the quantum 
and direction of our development. We could have, though, done more and better. This honest 
realisation should act as a spur in the future. 
 
Conditions during the last few years have not been exactly propitious for those social science 
research institutions which have resisted the temptation to gear their activities to the needs of 
the market. The situation is unlikely to change in the foreseeable future. The immediate 
challenge before us, in common with many other similarly placed institutions, is to ensure a 
minimum level of material resources without unduly compromising with our cherished 
institutional priorities. 
 
Funnily enough, precisely the climate that makes us worry about our essential material needs 
also provides added relevance, indeed a sharp edge, to our research agenda with its focus on, 
and concern for, the growing mil lions occupying the ever expanding peripheries of our 
society. May be we can ensure our own survival as an institution, and also work towards the 
welfare of the mil lions, by reminding those who control the purse strings of James Baldwin's 
warning: `Fire Next Time'! 
 
If this smacks of cynicism, let this be seen as a comment on our times. 
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